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Christ’s Healing for US Vets

In November, ACCTS staff member Noel Dawes
led a Welcome Home Retreat that became a
powerful display of God’s healing presence—a
time where hope was restored, wounds were
tended, and hearts were renewed.

These Welcome Home Retreats are sacred
spaces where military veterans—and the
spouses who have walked faithfully beside
them—encounter Christ’s deep healing for the
invisible wounds of combat, trauma, post-
traumatic stress, and moral injury.

Although 45 were originally registered, intense
spiritual opposition meant that several had to
withdraw. Even so, 32 participants gathered—
making it one of our largest retreats ever. As
Noel prayed beforehand, he sensed that God
intended to do something significant. And God
did not disappoint.

From the very beginning, it was clear that the
Lord had orchestrated every detail. Noel
reports that Chaplain Steve West, the main
speaker, arrived after a series of unmistakable
God-arranged circumstances. By the end of
the event, Noel and other leaders agreed that
each retreat seems to grow richer, deeper, and
more Spirit-filled than the last. Note: For Privacy Reasons, Some Faces are Blurred



Throughout the retreat, participants experienced breakthroughs
many had prayed for but never thought possible. Several veterans,
long burdened by unforgivable memories or the actions of others,
found that God gently opened a place in their hearts where
forgiveness could finally take root. What once felt impossible began
to bloom through God’s patient, healing work.

One widow, grieving the early death of her husband and years of
accumulated loss, shared that she had wrestled with forgiving God
Himself. During the retreat, she sensed the Lord softening her heart,
helping her move toward peace and renewed trust. She shared a
photo of a group of butterflies and pointed to the smallest one in the
photo, saying she had felt insignificant for so long, like the smallest
butterfly in the group, but through the retreat she now knew she was
strong and significant in God’s eyes.

An Iraq veteran, “B,” carried deep anger toward a commander whose
decision had led to a deadly ambush. Noel shares, “B was on his third
deployment when one of his soldier’s died due to his commander’s
decision to send them out on a road that had been declared unsafe
due to IEDs. The vehicle the soldier was in took the brunt of the IED
and was killed.” During the retreat, B shared how God met him in his
pain and brought freedom he never expected:

“l didn’t believe I’d ever be able to forgive the commander. But |
have!”

Another veteran, “D,” recounted being sent on a special operations
mission in Southeast Asia where his closest friend was killed. D had
been walking ahead of his friend Tommy, when Tommy stepped on a
mine that D and another soldier had walked by without harm. The
guilt and sorrow had weighed on D for years, and with other
perceived failures added in he felt like he was a “failed nobody.”
After the retreat he shared, “I felt like I'd failed at everything...two
failed marriages, failed at being a dad...even had to bury my oldest
son at 14.” Through the retreat, leaders prayed with him for release
and healing from the memories that had hurt him for so long.
Afterward, D shared, “No anymore. | [now realize I] did the best |
could and that’s it. I’'m not a nobody anymore.”

By the time the retreat concluded, there was a deep sense of awe
and gratitude. Hearts had been mended, spirits refreshed, and lives
forever changed. God’s presence was unmistakable. His healing was
abundant. And every participant left knowing that the Lord sees
them, loves them, and is still at work in their story.

Praise God for His faithfulness—and for the remarkable healing He
brought to so many through this retreat.

Note: Retreat participants’ stories have been shared
with their permission.
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